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to his name. His method of teaching others was by
photographic demonstrations of his clinical cases.
It might well be said his hobby was medical photo-
graphy. Always an enthusiast on the medico-social
problems of venereal diseases, he helped to pioneer
one aspect of propaganda by appearing in a film of
the  Quiz ” type which was widely shown, especially
to the Forces.

He was a member of the Medical Society for the
Study of Venereal Diseases for 20 years, often
contributed to its discussions, and became
president in 1948, one of the youngest presidents
appointed at that time. Many will recall the

interesting Annual General Meeting held at Leicester
Royal Infirmary during his year of office, and the
delightful hospitality of his wife and himself on that
occasion. He was a member of the Executive
Committee of the Venereologists Group of the
British Medical Association from its inception.
He devoted a great deal of effort to the good of his
specialty and to improving the status of venereolo-
gists. The esteem in which he was held by his
colleagues on the staff of Leicester Royal Infirmary
equalled that of his fellow specialists.

Our sympathy is extended to Mrs. Wilkie and his
two children. D.J. C.

BOOK REVIEWS

Clinique et Pathologie de la Neurosyphilis. By J.
Alves Garcia. 1953. Pp. 160, 36 figs. Masson, Paris.
(Fr. 1,000; 2ls.).

The text of this little monograph summarizes the
results of work carried out in the hospital at Rio de
Janeiro. It covers the whole subject of neurosyphilis but
‘concentrates, as one would expect, on tabes dorsalis and
general paralysis of the insane. The treatment advocated
for these conditions is similar to that generally employed
in Great Britain—penicillin in a dosage varying from
10 to 20 mega-units, sometimes alone and sometimes
in association with malarial therapy induced by Plas-
modium vivax. Various pyrogenic substances are used
where malaria is contraindicated. The writer does not
regard with favour the use of electrically-induced fever
and does not bear out the good results claimed for this
method by workers in North America.

The results of treating general paralysis with penicillin
alone are stated by Professor Garcia to be disappointing.
He uses arsenic and bismuth therapy more or less
routinely, but stresses that pentavalent arsenicals must
not be employed for treating optic neuritis. He claims
good results in treating perforating ulcer with a pre-
paration containing the endo- and exo-toxins of Myco-
bacterium leprae, a subject on which there is a degree
of difference of opinion between us and our colleagues
in South America. The general opinion in Great
Britain is that Mycobacterium leprae cannot be grown
with any degree of certainty ; but it is possible, though
not stated by Professor Garcia, that he and his associates
in Rio now obtain their endo- and exo-toxins in the
same way as those used for the leptomin test.

The monograph is well produced and the text clearly
set out with full references, but there is no index. Its

conclusions are interesting but it contains little that is
not already familiar to venereologists in Great Britain.
W.N. M.

By Jacob Hyams
Bailliére,

Dermatology in General Practice.
Swartz. 1953, Pp. xxi + 581, 253 illus.
Tindall and Cox, London. (84s.)

This is an interesting book with an original approach
to the study of diseases of the skin. Beginning with
simple facts and a study of the care of the skin in health
and disease, it proceeds to a description of skin diseases
grouped alphabeticaily in each area of the body. Such
an analysis could lead to a confused picture of a particular
disease, but this is overcome by adequate cross references.

The descriptions are simple and clear and are illustrated
by a wealth of pictures, most of which are extremely
good : some, however, such as Fig. 239 of Treponema
pallidum, are not entirely convincing. The many Tables
of differential diagnosis are particularly clear and useful.
The relationship between skin diseases and constitutional
factors is stressed, but occasionally, as in seborrhoea,
it is minimal.

Lines of orthodox treatment are clearly indicated, but
in some obscure cases guidance is lacking, and in a
few common conditions, for example penicillin reactions,
no advice is given. Elsewhere controversial views are
expressed, such as the implication that sulphur is still
the routine treatment for scabies, and the co-author’s
conviction that penicillin is a panacea for syphilis,
even without pilot doses for late cases !

The book is a valuable guide to those whose dermato-
logical experience is limited. For the busy practitioner
it is a Dermatological Ready Reckoner and will be of
immense help in converting a sign into a diagnosis.

D.E.



